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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II
Thanksgiving Day

 November 25, 2021

Pre-Service Music: Piano 

The Opening Prayer
Amen.

The Word of God

The Processional: Come Ye Thankful People Come
Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of  harvest-home:
All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, 
Raise the song of  harvest-home.

All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto his praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown:
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear:
Grant, O harvest Lord, that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take his harvest home;
From his field shall in that day 
All offenses purge away;
Give his angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store 
In his garner ever more.
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Even so, Lord, quickly come
To thy final harvest-home;
Gather thou thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There, forever purified, 
In thy presence to abide;
Come, with all thine angels come, 
Raise the glorious harvest-home.
Words and Music Public Domain. Descant used with permission.
Hymnal 290

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly 
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at 
the right hand of  the Father: Receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 

Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of  the 
earth in their season and for the labors of  those who harvest them. Make 
us, we pray, faithful stewards of  your great bounty, for the provision of  our 
necessities and the relief  of  all who are in need, to the glory of  your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Old Testament Reading: Joel 2:21-27
(The Old Testament reading is taken from Joel chapter 2, beginning at verse 21.)

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great 
things! Do not fear, you animals of  the field, for the pastures of  the 
wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their 
full yield. O children of  Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down 
for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing 
floors shall be full of  grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will 
repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall 
eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of  the Lord your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of  Israel, and that I, the 
Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again 
be put to shame.

The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126
(The Psalm is read responsively by half  verse.)
When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, 
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, 
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
like the watercourses of  the Negev.
Those who sowed with tears 
will reap with songs of  joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.



4

The Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
(The Epistle is taken from first Timothy chapter 2, beginning at verse 1.)

First of  all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of  God our Savior, who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of  the truth. For

there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself  human,
who gave himself  a ransom for all

-- this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of  the Gentiles in 
faith and truth.

The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33
Jesus said, “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of  the 
air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of  more value than they? And can any of  
you by worrying add a single hour to your span of  life? And why do you 
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of  the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of  these. But if  God so clothes the grass of  the field, which 
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you-- you of  little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, `What 
will we eat?’ or `What will we drink?’ or `What will we wear?’ For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of  God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

The Gospel of  the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon  ................................................................ The Rev. Bruce Bonner
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of  
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV

Please kneel.

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of  this land, and of  all the nations, in the ways of  justice 
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of  others and to your honor and glory.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of  your salvation.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them 
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your 
eternal kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The People may add their own petitions.

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men 
and women of  our armed forces at home and abroad, and all first responders 
who serve and protect. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; 
strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the 
perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of  your abiding presence 
wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God of  infinite love and mercy, we call upon you in this challenging time 
of  coronavirus. Grant healing and comfort to those who are sick and those 
who are isolated. We lift up to your mercy all health care professionals and 
emergency management teams that are working day and night to keep us 
safe. Aid our perseverance and lessen our distress. May we put our trust 
completely in you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest continues:
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of  all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully accept the prayers of  your people, and strengthen us to do your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Exchange of the Peace

The peace of  the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of  the Lord.

Announcements

Offertory: This is My Father’s World
This is my Father’s world; and to my listening ears,
All nature sings, and round me rings
The music of  the spheres.
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
Of  rocks and trees, of  skies and seas,
His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass;
He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’s world; oh, let me ne’er forget.
That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; the battle is not done.
Jesus, who died, shall be satisfied,
And earth and heaven be one. 
Words by Maltbie D. Babcock, Music Traditional English Melody. Public Domain
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The Blessing of the Offerings

Song of Thanksgiving: Give Thanks
Give thanks with a grateful heart,
Give thanks to the Holy One;
Give thanks because he’s given 
Jesus Christ, his Son.

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
Give thanks to the Holy One;
Give thanks because he’s given 
Jesus Christ, his Son.

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich”
Because of  what 
The Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks. Give thanks. Give thanks.
Words and Music by Henry Smith
©1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! All rights reserved. CCLI#1120505  CW46

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.

For you are the source of  light and life, you made us in your image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of  your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The people stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of  all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself  in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and drink of  new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. Those not baptized are 
invited to receive a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest.

Communion Music: 
We Gather Together
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing.
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
Sing praises to his name—he forgets not his own.

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning:
Thou, Lord, wast at our side—all glory be thine.

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be;
Let thy congregation escape tribulation:
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!
Kremser, Netherlands Folk Song 
©1976 by Paragon Associates, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used with Permission. Baptist Hymnal 387

Forever Grateful
You did not wait for me to draw near to you
But you clothed yourself  with frail humanity;
You did not wait for me to cry out to you
But you let me hear your voice calling me.

And I’m forever grateful to you,
I’m forever grateful for the cross;
I’m forever grateful to you
That you came to seek and save the lost.
Words and Music by Mark Altrogge 
©1985 People Of Destiny International CCLI #1120505
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Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Please stand.

The Closing Song: For the Beauty of the Earth
For the beauty of  the earth, for the glory of  the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies;
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.

For the beauty of  each hour of  the day and of  the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of  light;
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.

For the joy of  ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight,
For the mystic harmony linking sense and sound and sight;
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.

For the joy of  human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild;
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.

For thy church, that evermore lifteth holy hands above,
Offering upon every shore her pure sacrifice of  love;
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.

For thyself, best Gift Divine, to the world so freely given,
For that great, great love of  thine, peace on earth, and joy in heaven:
Lord of  all, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grateful praise.
Words: Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864, Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838
arr. by W.H. Monk, 1861 Public Domain, Methodist Hymn 92
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 The Dismissal
Let us go forth to Build the Kingdom of  God Together...
by experiencing the transforming power and accepting love of  Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Postlude: Piano




